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table, weigh out the cyanide, and measure the sulfuric
acid and water into tie generator.
While the cyanide man lifts the edge of the tent, the
other places the generator underneath. The former then
puts in the cyanide and drops the tent. While the chemi-
cal men are thus applying the proper dosage to one tree,
measurements are being made on the next and the process
is repeated until the entire row is fumigated.
Fumigation gangs are usually equipped to handle about
thirty tents at a "throw," as they call it. "When kept
busy these 30 tents are " thrown " or moved once in every
forty-five minutes or once every hour as the variety of
scale will determine. Thus, except with very large trees,
the number of trees fumigated per night does not vary
according to the size of the trees, the difference simply
being a difference in the time the men have to rest between
throws, as all must be left over the trees a stated period
of tirne. As a rule fuirrigators, when the nights are favor-
able, begin work about 5 P.M., and if the night is not too
cool or a fog arises, will work till 6 A..M., giving a twelve-
Lour night if an hour is taken off at midnight for lunch
and rest. Thus with twelve-hour nights and throws every
hour, a gang operating 30 tents will fumigate about 3j
acres provided the trees are planted regularly twenty feet
apart each way. Pumigating in short rows, on contours,
or in rough ground is slower, of course.
Season of Fumigation
The time of year at which fumigation is done depends
upon two factors, the life-stages of the scale insect and